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Gail Watson, artist books

In Residence: September 8 – October 17, 2008

Exhibition opens October 16; continues through November 7, 2008

Learning Lab: high school students
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Gail Watson, book artist and proprietor of Birdwood Press in Rollinsville, Colorado describes her work: “I made my first book in the third grade at P.S. 37 in Queens, New York.  I wrote, illustrated and bound the book, “A Trip on a Ship,” when I was eight years old. I grew up in a home with lots of books – art books in the living room and books of a more scholarly nature in my father’s study. It wasn’t until I was in my late 20s that I returned to making books and realized that it is a perfect format for communicating ideas and imagery in a very intimate way. Holding a book in your hands starts a physical, tactile connection with art that allows the images and words full access to your senses. The book or codex lets the artist tell a story or explore a subject but the reader is empowered to linger, flip, twist and turn at his or her own discretion.”  

During Gail’s residency, she will work with high school students interested in exploring their relationship with dominant culture. They will investigate questions such as: What is a worldview? How is your worldview influenced if you are a black person in an all white community? What is the spectrum of diversity: gender, race, class and sexuality? What makes a person the “other” and who decides? How aware are they of the historic presidential nomination of a person of color? Gail will be creating a limited edition book about her experience growing up as the only white person in a black community in New York and how this experience shaped her life and worldview. The resulting work from Gail and the students, Dominate Culture: Outside & Other, will open at PlatteForum during October’s National Book Month.

Gail’s Birdwood Press has published books that have been exhibited in Colorado, New Mexico and California. She received a grant and a Master Apprenticeship in Folk Arts from the Colorado Council on the Arts and her work is in numerous collections around the country. http://www.birdwoodpress.com/html/about/about_birdwood.html
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Li Hardison, sculptor

In Residence: November 10 – December 19, 2008

Exhibition opens December 18; continues through January 9, 2009

Learning Lab: youth group ages 9-11; 12 students max 
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A native of Harlem, Li Hardison is the niece of celebrated sculptor and Harlem resident Inge Hardison. She spent a great deal of time in her aunt’s studio as a child. It was a place “peopled” with figures and heads in various stages of completion. Inspired, she began her sculpting work as a teen, learning technical skills while working at one of the largest bronze-casting foundries in the United States.  She studied with master artists Paul Moore and Ed Dwight. Li has since created a body of work that includes both public and private commissions and she has been involved in numerous monumental public art installations across the country. She is a figurative sculptor, obsessed with rendering the planes and lines that are the magnificence of the human form. As a sculptor she hopes to convey faith, resoluteness and perseverance through struggle as well as to express a sense of the sacred in the human.

During Li’s residency, she will work with children ages 9-11 to create relief sculptures. Youth will learn techniques in drawing, sculpting and painting as they create their relief portraits. These works will be exhibited at PlatteForum along with new work created by the artist during her residency. Her work has been exhibited in exhibitions in Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, and Pennsylvania, has received awards including the 2007/2008 Rocky Mountain Women’s Institute fellowship as well as public art commissions.
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Homare Ikeda, painter

In Residence: January 12 and March 6, 2009

Exhibition opens March 5; continues through March 20, 2009

Learning Labs: 9-12 grade students

Homare Ikeda was born in Yoron Island, a small subtropical island near Okinawa, Japan, often called the “Pearl of Asia.” Homare says: “I used to sit on the white sand beach where I could watch the horizon. Whenever a ship approached the island, I imagined the people and things I hadn’t seen in the world beyond the ocean. I dreamed of becoming a sailor. Now I live in Denver, Colorado, surrounded by mountains, very far away from my hometown. I hold my paintbrushes at the foot of the mountains, longing for the bottom of the ocean. Ocean is the root of life as well as origin of my creations. Mountain is my vanishing point. My work is about wonder, longing and quest.”

During his residency, Homare will continue his ritual of doing eleven ink drawings every morning. These will become a visual guide for translating them into large canvases. He will also record and activate the ink drawings in digital format, creating a short animation to summarize each day’s work. Teaching youth in Learning Labs, Homare will help them create ink drawings that will be collected into a form such as an artist book. The final exhibition will feature Homare’s paintings, ink drawing and animations as well as the art created by the youth.

Solo and group exhibitions of Homare’s work have been exhibited in galleries around the world including the permanent collections of the Denver Art Museum, Saks Fifth Avenue in New York, Sabichira-kan in Japan and numerous public and private collections throughout the country. http://www.homareikeda.com/


Joshua Wiener, sculptor

In Residence: March 23 – May 15, 2009

Exhibition opens May 14; continues through June 5, 2009

Learning Labs: middle or high school students; 8-12 students max

Joshua Wiener grew up in a stone sculpting family and has been involved with art his entire life. During his residency, he will continue to work on his living art series that inverts the typical garden to a sculpture relationship.  This living art series is about looking at the environment and finding ways to be caretakers. Using salvaged materials, he is driven to improve biodiversity in urban space and to create sculptures designed to have a living skin. With traditional stone carving techniques, he constructs living sculptures with internal irrigation to allow the cultivation of plant materials. The work becomes a combination of construction and subtractive sculpting, with man-made and natural materials. PlatteForum’s gallery and courtyard will fuse studio and greenhouse. Josh hopes to create a permanent living art sculpture/canopy at the entrance to PlatteForum’s courtyard. The sculpture will be the focal point of PlatteForum’s courtyard transformation into an urban garden that is taking place during the year.

Joshua received numerous public and private commissions around the country, and his work is in collections around the world. He has apprenticed twice with master sculptor Kazutaka Uchida in Tokyo, Japan, and was invited to Bangalore, India in 2004 to participate in a two-week stone-sculpting symposium. In 1999, he co-founded Art in Your Park to provide free opportunities for the general public to make art in public spaces. Through this program he has worked with hundreds of children.



Sonja Hinrichsen, new genres

In Residence: June 8 – July 31, 2009

Exhibition opens July 30; continues through August 21

Learning Lab for Educators: June 30 – July 31, 2009

Sonja Hinrichsen, who spent most of her life in densely populated Western Europe, now lives in San Francisco, California.  With its eventful history and rapid transformation within just a few centuries, the vast American continent holds a great fascination for her. She is particularly drawn to extreme environments, in an ecological, climatic, topographic, or geographical sense. Sonja maps geographical areas with a focus on their history, mythology and indigenous populations. Most of Sonja’s work involves community participation to add additional perspectives to her art. “My artworks are art/research projects in which I examine natural, urban and industrial environments and respond to my perceptions of them. I map them photographically, with video and sound recordings. I research their historical details, cultural, societal or anthropological backgrounds, old stories, tell-tales and/or aspects of natural history. With the materials collected, I create media installations using video projections, sound collages and narrative. While my pieces are of documentary character, they have a very personal focus, addressing my perceptions of unfamiliar environments. Always based on factual data, some pieces additionally take on a dreamy, fairy-tale-like quality, venturing into fantasy. Recently I have also experimented with subtle interventions in nature-environments.”
During several visits to the Colorado Rocky Mountains she has become intrigued by Colorado’s past and indigenous background, especially the stories of the Utes and other high mountain tribes. During her residency she will study Denver’s history, as it was built on Indian land. This will include historical readings, finding old photographic imagery, early city and area maps, journals left behind by early Euro-American settlers, as well as old treaties with native people. Her emphasis will focus on Native mythologies, ceremonies and life philosophies. At the same time she will be mapping Denver and its surrounding areas. This will include media such as photography, video, sound recordings and protocolling her thoughts in response to her experiences.

Sonja, who exhibits nationally and internationally in solo and group exhibitions, has received numerous national and international awards and residencies. She taught in Germany and the United States and has an MFA in New Genres from the San Francisco Art Institute. Her work, “Gold Rush: Artist as Prospector” opened in Ljubljana, Slovenia and travels to Stuttgart, Germany and San Francisco during 2008 and 2009. http://www.s-hinrichsen.net/ 

http://www.goldrushshow.blogspot.com/
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